April 16, 2008

Dear Parents/Guardians df Z&rade Students,

Throughout the school year, teachers assess hamndegcaders are progressing in all areas of stuslgg
assessments and performance tasks that matchstuwucitional materials. This information is usedaonulate
report cards and the instructional decisions teacmake to help students continue to make progress.
addition to these ongoing assessments, it is aipmogrpractice to use a standardized test to takmapshot of
student progress and gather information about hawsecond graders are progressing across topics and
standards. To provide us this kind of informatioe, have selected a test called the Terra Novas.

The TerraNovas, will be administered to 2™ grade studentsin several partsfrom April 20" to April 28™.
M ake-ups will be given during the weeks April 27" and May 4™

Test Overview

The literacy components of the test measure this skid knowledge specified in the ELA Learningristards,
including vocabulary, word analysis, reading, aadguage usagd.he mathematics components of the test
measure the skills and conceptual knowledge speciin the NYS Learning Standards, including math
concepts and computation. The test includes batltipte choice and open response questions.

Purpose of the Test
» To measure students’ knowledge and overall achiemém
» To measure students’ mastery of specific concapisskills
» To provide information that can be used to evaltizesffectiveness of our instructional programs
» To provide information to parents related to tlebild’s academic performance

Our balanced literacy language arts and standasisel) constructivist mathematics programs haveapeep
our students well for this assessment. We havevatsked with children to make sure that they anmfootable

with the format of the test. Please understantighalents should not feel that they need to stadyhis test.

While no single assessment provides a completarpiaif a student’s performance, this test, in comtidon

with your child’s performance on grade level andcteer-developed assessments, provides a profiesajr

her achievement. Individual student results shbelavailable in June.

Please make sure that your child gets a good sighgep and a healthy breakfast in preparatioedoh day of
assessment. Of course, these practices are bdtly kgommended as part of a consistent routine.

If you have any questions, please call or e-maibmygour child’s teacher.
Sincerely,

Meghan Fitzgerald
Principal



